
Definitions and Flood Damage Prevention 

CODE AMENDMENT 

DATE: December 4, 2019 

Item No. Fl 

CODE AMENDMENT SECTIONS: Part Ill - Zoning and Development Code: Chapter 1, 
Article Ill, Section 1-50 regarding definitions; and, Chapter 8, Article X, Division 12, Section 
8-160(b) and 8-161(a) and (b)(1)(f) regarding flood damage prevention

STAFF REVIEW AND ANALYSIS: The City participates in the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) that is administered by the Federal Emergency Management Agency of the 
US Department of Homeland Security (FEMA). This participation provides all citizens of the 
City with the opportunity to purchase flood insurance. In order to participate, the City must 
adopt and enforce Flood Damage Prevention (FOP) regulations acceptable to FEMA. 

Effective December 20, 2019, FEMA is issuing a revised Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for 
Williamson County, Texas and Incorporated Areas that contains new Flood Insurance Rate 
Maps (FIRMs). This FIS revision encompasses a large portion of the City. The FEMA FIS 
and FIRMs are important components of the City's floodplain management efforts, providing 
flood risk information used by the City, the development community, property owners and 
renters, and, by lenders and flood insurance professionals. 

Because of the upcoming FIS revision, FEMA asked to review the City's FOP regulations 
and subsequently requested that the definition of "Development" be amended. In September 
2018, recodification of the City's Code occurred which removed definitions from the City's 
FOP regulations and combined them with other definitions in the Code; part of the definition 
of "Development" was eliminated in the recodification. This ordinance will amend the 
definition of "Development" as required by FEMA. 

FEMA also requested an addition to a notifications section in the City's FOP regulations. This 
ordinance will add "TCEQ" to the notifications section as requested by FEMA. 

In order to avoid confusion, City staff believes that it is prudent that City Code refer to the 
latest effective FIS for both Williamson and Travis Counties, although not technically required 
because City Code provides for automatic reference to any FIS revisions issued by FEMA. 
This ordinance will amend the date references to show the latest FIS dates for both counties. 

Under the City's FOP regulations, the City is required to designate a Floodplain Administrator. 
Currently, the Floodplain Administrator is the City Engineer which is an employee within the 
Utilities and Environmental Services Department (UES). The City Engineer position is not a 
permanent City position, therefore City staff believes it would be prudent to designate the 
UES Director, or the Director's designee, as Floodplain Administrator. The UES Director 
could of course then serve as the Floodplain Administrator, or designate the City Engineer 
or other position as the City's Floodplain Administrator as he/she determines appropriate. 
This ordinance will provide this re-designation. 

RECOMMENDED MOTION: 

Staff recommends approval of this Code Amendment. 










