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application, (including the door and window trim profiles, paint and stain colors and possibly porch
railing if required) and recommended allowing staff approval of these items.

Motion: by Vice-Chair Whitaker and Second by Commissioner Jordan to approve the Certificate of
Appropriateness for the addition as presented with the following conditions:

+ The original comer boards and gable eaves must remain in place.
+  The decorative metal roof crest must remain in place.
¢ The door and siding must be wood.

+ Additional items related to the addition project (such as window and door trim profiles and
paint or stain colors) may be reviewed by staff provided they do not contradict what the HPC
has approved.

Vote: Aye: Chair Anderson, Vice-Chair Whitaker and Commissioner Jordan. Nay: none. The vote
was 3-0.

E.2 Consider an action regarding a Certificate of Appropriateness application for
alterations at 405 E. Main Street.

Principal Planner Jordan explained to the Commission that their meeting packets had not included a
staff analysis of the Certificate of Appropriateness application for alterations to the front porch, east
porch, and west ballroom doors at 405 E. Main Street because the application had been received
shortly before the packets were distributed. The applicants had included the Texas Historical
Commission’s (THC’s) review with their application.

Ms. Jordan gave a brief summary of the property’s history and of the Certificates of Appropriateness
that had been issued earlier in 2018 relating to converting the property to an event facility. The
current request included the following:

New concrete steps would be added to the east and west sides of the front porch. Staff had
questions about the railings but agreed with the THC that the steps did not detract from the
historic front porch.

The first floor of the east porch (added in the 1960s) by removing the screens and adding new
concrete steps on the east side. Staff agreed with the THC that opening the porch per se did not
detract from the historic structure but believed that horizontal siding was an inappropriate
cladding material for the columns supporting the second-floor enclosed porch, and that the
columns should be styled as traditional porch columns with a capital, shaft, and base.

The owners planned to create a large ballroom on the west side of the building by joining two
adjacent rooms. The northern of these two rooms was original to the house had had two pairs of
wooden doors on the west side. The applicants proposed replacing one set of doors with new
doors that would replicate the design of the historic doors but would swing outward and would be
fitted with new emergency exit hardware. The other set of historic doors would be unaltered.
Both sets of screen doors would be removed.

Staff agreed that the outward-swinging doors were a necessity but questioned why the historic
doors couldn’t be modified to swing outward and had concerns that the landings of the two sets of
doors would be different sizes because the doors swung different directions.

The southern of the two rooms had been added in the 1960s and had aluminum sliding doors that
the applicants proposed to replace with new wood windows designed similarly to the historic
doors on the north room. Staff agreed that the new windows would better compliment the historic
structure than the existing sliding doors did.

The Commissioners asked the applicants for clarification on some of the questions raised by staff.
Architect Rodney Palmer explained that on the front porch the handrails at the side would have the
same decorative pattern as the other railings in the project, but the handrails between stairs would be
simple pipe rails. He mentioned that the THC reviewer preferred white finished railings.

Mr. Palmer said that the intention of leaving the east porch supports with siding was to leave record
of the 1960s addition but noted that there were some structural concerns and the supports may need to
be made more substantial. Modifications to the historic ballroom doors to swing outward and
accommodate emergency panic hardware would be extensive, and they felt it would be better to start
with new replica doors to accommodate these features.
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